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614 Reviews of Books 

Les Impots Directs sous I'Ancien Regime, principalement au XVIII e 
Siecle. Par Marcel Marion, Professeur a la Faculte des 
Lettres de l'Universite de Bordeaux, Correspondant de l'lnstitut. 
[Collection de Textes sur l'Histoire des Institutions et des Ser- 
vices Publics de la France Moderne et Contemporaine, publiee 
sous la Direction de M. Camille Bloch, Inspecteur General des 
Bibliotheques et des Archives.] (Paris: Fdouard Comely et 
Cie. 1910. Pp. 434.) 

Students of the French Revolution should give a warm welcome to 
this first volume of the collection of texts edited by M. Bloch. The 
enterprise is happily launched and if the standard of excellence set by 
M. Marion is maintained throughout the series, we shall have an 
instrument de travail that will make the study of the institutions of 
France in the eighteenth century both easy and attractive. An excellent 
volume was to be expected from M. Marion, who had already established 
an enviable reputation by his works on Machault d'Amonville and 
L'Impot sur le Revenu au XVIH e Siecle. 

The present volume consists of a collection of sources, preceded by a 
most valuable introduction of about a hundred pages and followed by a 
bibliography of the manuscript and printed sources, and a select list of 
the best secondary works on direct taxation in France under the Old 
Regime. The introduction is a model of condensation and of sound 
scholarship. It contains four parts, subdivided into nine chapters, and 
deals with La Tattle, La Capitation, Le Dixieme, le Cinquantieme et les 
Vingtiemes — the last three forming one group — and La Corvee. The 
most of the space is given, naturally, to the first and third divisions. 
The origin, nature, and defects of the taxes are described and a helpful 
account is given of the various attempts to reform taxation. Of the 
principal tax, the tattle, M. Marion says : " Jusqu'a la fin de l'ancien 
regime devait rester vrai ce mot de Vauban, 'La taille est tombee dans 
une telle corruption que les anges du ciel ne pourraient pas venir a bout de 
la corriger ni d'empecher que les pauvres n'y soient toujours opprimes '." 
Concerning the attempts of the government to establish equality in taxa- 
tion, he writes : " Quant a la destruction des exemptions fiscales, il eut 
fallu pour l'accomplir une energie dont le pouvoir etait totalement 
depourvu, et la Revolution seule allait etre capable de la f aire triompher." 
His text fully justifies these conclusions. 

The collection of texts, occupying nearly three hundred pages, is 
divided into five parts, four corresponding to the four parts of the intro- 
duction, the fifth being devoted to a half-dozen models of tax rolls, a 
list of the taxes in eight gencralites in 1787, and the proces-verbaux des 
controleurs des vingtiemes. The bulk of the documents is found under 
the first and third divisions. In the first division, the matter is dis- 
tributed into six groups: Actes royaux, all documents relating to the 
taille emanating from the central government; arrets et remontranccs 
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des cours souveraines, remonstrances of the parliaments, for the most 
part in opposition to the action of the government; correspondance 
administrative, correspondence of the intendants with the central govern- 
ment and with subordinates; memoires et rapports des assemblies pro- 
vinciates, documents resulting from the activities of these assemblies in 
matter of taxation; cahiers de doleances, extracts from some of the 
cahiers of 1789; extraits d'auteurs anciens, extracts from contemporary 
works on taxation, consisting of criticisms of the existing taxes and 
projects of reform. The other divisions have fewer subheads, that on 
the Capitation having but three, but the heads used are always some of 
the six enumerated. Many of the documents are taken from the archives, 
namely the Archives Nationales, the Archives Departementales — chiefly 
of the Gironde, the Seine-Inferieure, the Somme, the Cher, and the Puy- 
de-D6me, the Archives Communales, the Archives des Affaires fetran- 
geres, and the manuscript section of the Bibliotheque Nationale, some 
from printed collections. They are all well chosen and, studied with the 
introduction, give an insight into the condition of direct taxation in 
France in the eighteenth century such as can be found in no other single 
volume with which I am acquainted. M. Marion did not, however, aim 
to present an account of all of the direct taxes collected in France at 
this time. His design was, to use his own words : " Resumer ce que l'on 
sait du fonctionnement des trois grands impots d'fitat directs, la taille, la 
capitation et le vingtieme, aux XVIII* siecle; reunir les textes les plus 
importants se rapportants a cette histoire; donner quelque idee de ceux 
dans lesquels il conviendrat d'aller chercher des supplements d'informa- 
tion, et esquisser rapidement la bibliographic du sujet, tel a ete notre 
seul but." He has given us an ideal source-book. 

Fred Morrow Fling. 

Histoire de France depuis les Origines jusqu'a la Revolution, publiee 
sous la Direction de M. Ernest Lavisse. Tome IX., Partie I. 
Le Regne de Louis XVI. (1 774-1789). Par H. Carre, Pro- 
fesseur a l'Universite de Poitiers, P. Sagnac, Professeur a 
l'Universite de Lille, et E. Lavisse, Professeur a l'Universite de 
Paris. (Paris: Hachette et Cie. 1910. Pp.446.) 

The impression left by the preceding volume of this history that 
France was suffering chiefly from the blight of what Louis XV. was and 
from the want of what he could not be, a real king, with a policy held 
firmly and continuously pursued, is true also of this volume, for some- 
what different reasons, because the hapless Louis XVI. differed from 
his despicable grandfather. Indeed M. Lavisse declares in his concluding 
chapters that " La cause principale de la ruine de la royaute, ce fut le 
manque de roi." In another place he says that if the kings from Louis 
XIV. onward had played their true part, there would still be a throne in 
France. One of their heavy faults was withdrawal from the tumultuous 



